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Who: Sparkeology is a unique collaboration
between furniture manufacturer Worden;
architecture, interiors, and furniture-design
firm Via Design; product-engineering firm
Viable; and graphic-design firm Square One
Design. Sparkeology’s website speaks for
itself: “Say hello to a delightful new company
with an innovative approach to making fur-
niture for public spaces.”

What: With more than 6o years of experience
in the furniture industry and with products
traditionally sold by authorized dealers, Wor-
den wanted to expand its creative reach into
the architecture and design space. The chal-
lenge was to leverage the company’s long rep-
utation in the industry without taking away
from its leadership position as a high-quality
manufacturer for the library and educational
market.

When: Sparkeology ignited in October 2009
and made its first-phase furniture debut at
NeoCon in June 2010, the annual design-
world event that each year is infused with
pure energy, bursting with new thinking,
new resources, and of course, an introduc-
tion of new products. “We were definitely on
a fast-track plan,” recalls Robin Lane, Wor-
den’s vice president of marketing and sales.
“Plus, each of Sparkeology’s partner compa-
nies was busy working on their other individ-
ual projects. The response from NeoCon was
tremendous, and we're currently planning a
phase three release in zo11. [Phase two was
complete in 2010.] All of the pieces will work
together so instead of introducing com-
pletely new lines, we're adding onto a very
successful offering. There's been so much
positive feedback and enthusiasm for a small
company just taking off, and we're looking
forward to keeping the momentum going.”

Where: Holland, Michigan. “Being head-
quartered in Western Michigan, there’s a
strong furniture design and manufacturing
tradition in the region, and we’ve received a
lot of support for Sparkeology,” Lane says.
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Why: According to Lane, the birth of Sparke-

ology was simply a matter of understanding
what was missing—and desired—in the ar-
chitecture and design industry and gather-
ing the experienced professionals to meet
that need. The result was developing modern,

modular, and environmentally friendly furni-
ture that can be used to create stylish public

settings.

As a company committed to green practices,

i . Sparkeology builds its furniture to lastso it
OU_r QOOI was fo develop Slmp|e,__ doesn’t end up in landfills. It uses materials

UnCOI'B p|ic<:1’red, yet DlOYFUl furniture.” such as post-industrial and post-consumer
- ) particleboard, steel, and fabrics, along with

—Robi Vice President of Marketi les, Word :
bin Lane; Vice President of Marksting & Soles, Visrosn lumber that meets Sustainable Forestry

Initiative standards. The translucent resin
material used on some of the company’s
tabletops is non-hazardous, and Sparkeology
optimizes the leftover pieces to also create

a shelfin one of its units. Additionally, the
company’s VOC and hazardous air pollutant
output is consistently under EPA standards.
And all throughout the office and plant, the
company recycles as much as possible.

How: “There’s an unmet need for great con-
necting furniture in public spaces,” Lane
says. “Our goal was to develop simple, un-
complicated, yet playful furniture.”

Founding Sparkeology was a natural meet-
ing of many talents. Square One is Worden’s
marketing and design firm. They, in turn,
brought in the expertise of Via Design to help
with the product designs and Viable to engi-
neer them. “As a result,” Lane adds, “we were
able to introduce fantastic, flexible pieces to
mix and match that speak to the public use

of spaces.” —by Anne Dullaghan
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